illie Driscall was commissioned through AOCS and joined VF-

98 for a combat cruise in 1971, Following his tour with that

squadren, he served with Top Gun as a staff member before

transitioning to the F-14 with VF-124. He made two cruises with
WE-2, then returned to VF-124 as an instructor. Cdr. Driscoll left active duty
in 1981, and affiliated with the Maval Air Reserve, serving with VF-201. He
has 1,200 hours in the F-4, and 2,000 hours in the F-14, He recently retired
from the Naval Reserve as a commander, but still maintains liaison with
the Navy Fighter Weapons School as a guest lecturer. He is presently a
commarcial real estate broker in tha San Diego area.

Approach: 1 .|r4_'F{.'rII;.rr kron i sphere of tension and anxicly, rying nol
to come unglued in a life-or-death
4 . siation, Don't misunderstand me, I'm
Dheriig vour 1972 combar criise, and 5 g it isn"t abso critical to
especially during the 10 May engage- know and understan p:c-.'.'durﬂ and
mrents, how did vour know of the F-<4  NATOPS. But what happens to you in
combar s far e el from e
Cdr. Driscoll: You go into a combat site-  NATOPS trainer that your daily surface
ation thinking wou're well prepared, but i
during your first few missions you find
vou had no idea what you were getling
into. It's dramatically different from what
anyone has told you. The major thing | srcermed. Your surface conscig
had to deal with - as do most combat will be tamperad with in combat.
aviators — is what we call the outer strato- I made up cards, with boldface and
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Shortly befare thair evantful fight on 10 May 1972, Lt. Cunningharm ir.] and Lijg. Driscoll
shore o lighter moment during a preflight brief on board the Consfellation.

tactical problems; [ was always re-
vigwing quizzes. | wanted to know

thee material eold, but [ found combat

is such a stressful thing in terms of

how 1 had prepared mysell, In reimo-
spect, | should have spent much mare
time working on my basic procedures.
Dwuring combat, intimate knowledge of
NATOPS doesn't shoot down bandits, or
prevent them from shooting you down.
What is involved is the fundemental
makeup of the man, his aggressive spint,
his will 1o live and win, and his ability v
correstly execute basic tactical proce-
dures,

Approach: Would you say thar today's
RO does not kave fo be as aggressive as
the pifor, but more knowledgeable alouws
the systems?

Cdr. Driscoll: 1 believe that for the best
pilot-RIO team, both crewmen have 1o be
paychologically aligned the same way.

You need intensely dedicnted, aggressive
RIOs, especially in combar. It is critically
important that the RIO have that same
sense of enjovment abowt the work. I
always looked at it with a cold, detached,
unemational approach. When I had the
chance, watching a bandit explode wos o
thrilling expenence,

Approach: What can you say about trying
to keep yoursell in pazition fo be rescwed
while under fire during the posi-giection
SAR effort on [0 May?

Cdr. Driscoll: Well, when [ entered
ADCE, | was not a very good swimmer
and was assigned extra instruction, sub-
swim, At the end of ADCS, T was on
swim hold. It was not a day a1 the beach.
All the instructors helped us, byl the
effort had 10 come from us. One day | was
really working hard in the pool, deter-
mined to get through, and the light just
seemed 10 come on, The water didnt
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seem to be trying to push me down; it was
really enjoyable. And that was it. [ passed
all the swimming requirements Ua
TN,

During the mission on 10 May, we were
hit by & SAM just south of Hanol. Shortly
afterward, there was heavy smoke and
some fire in the cockpit. We didn't wam
to eject over land for fear of being
captured, [ knew 1he Navy's approach o
water survival had helped me and [ was
confident of surviving an over-waler
ejection. | was more concerned with the
remaining MiGs ard other hostile fire.

As we flosted down after the ejection. |
got my mask and gloves off and secured
them, Then, I god on the survival madio o
broadeast our position. [ was also able to
wave at Bandy to make sure he was OK.
After [ broadcast our position, I switched
12 the beeper and prepared to deploy my
raft. I landed in the water abouwt 13
minutes later. The landing could have
been a replay of D-WEST training,. |
flipped over onto my back, and popped
my koch fittings, just like in training.
There was a little breeze, although T don’t
remember being dragged, Despite the
dogfights and the SAM hit. with the D-
WEST training [ had received, the water
entry was almost routine, (This is quite o
statement for me 1o make since | had
always hoped that, after an overwater
gjection, I would land in water no doeper
than my knees.)

Approach: The SAR portion of your stary
has nat been repeated as ruch a3 the
aerial portion.

Cdr. Driscoll: Well, the Morth Vietnam-
ese senl two FT boats out to get us, [
think they were just coming out to get two
Mawval Aviators, and didn™t know what
Randy and I had just done. W swam
over to the raft with all our gear on, [ saw
schools of sea snakes, and [ thought it
would be prudent 1o get into my raft im-
mediately. | was tired, and [ was probably
functioning on adrenalin. I pulled mysell
in, and relaxed for a moment. Then, I re-
membered the PT boats and got out of the
black raft thinking I could hide behind it.
(T couldn't see the PT boats because the
waves were 100 big. Also, | was in quasi-
shock.)

Approach: Did you get our of any of your
fight gear?

Cdr. Driscoll: No, | kept everything on,



inclieding my helmet, except for my mask
and gloves, Tt was just like D-WEST at
Morth Islamd, The kelo put a swimmer in
the water, while several Marines manned
the machine guns.

We got right on the hoist and were
hauled up into the CH-446, 1 wanted 10
stand up, but they told me 1o loy down
and relax,

Approach: What makes for a superior
commbhat airerew, commniicarion, knowl-

Rushed back ta thie LS. after becoming aces, Lt Cunningham and L1jg. Driscoll visit wilh

edge?

Cdr. Driscall: That's a good question.
You Il find that sometimes vour betier
CrEws in Erining aren’| necessanly your
Best crews in combal. 1 ethink i's a combi-
mation of things. Combat, first and fore-
most, is swch o heavy tip. a place you've
never been before; it is laden with tension
and anxiely — shooting, people crving on
the racio, getting sick; it’s hard 10 put into
words. Real confidence in vour abalities is

Movy Secretary John Warner (L) and CNO Elmo Zumwalt .

d

During ceremanies eslablishing VF-1 and VE-Z 1 Octaber 1972, Mavy Secratary John
Warmer swarde Muwy Crosses to Lt Cunningham and Lijg. Driscoll.
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fundamental 1o your survival.

You develop this confidence first in
training, doing the same thing over and
over agaim. In the fighter community, you
sometimes see guys with a lot of swagger
and arrogance, Mony tfimes, those people
don’t do well in combat, 1 always felt the
conlidence 1o ook for was the real
confidence, someone who knows what
they e doing because they've done it
over and over. Also, one of the keys is not
to get bored with yourself doing the same
hasie thing over and over. That always
helped Randy and me.

Kills in combat are produced not by
great moves, but by avoiding or wying 1o
minimize bad moves, You'll make bad
moves — what [ call gross mistakes, but
your enemy will, 100, You want o
capitalize on his mistakes and kill him,
Try 10 never let a peorly flown bandit
live, You want 1o continually waork on
minimizing the number of bad mistakes
you make in training, Mone of this stuff
about going up in the sun, dropping the
flaps, meversing = that's stuff you read in
beoks or see in movies,

Approach: I's there anyshing else you can
fell us?

Cdr. Driscoll; I always read Approach
when [ was on active duty. There"s a Jot
of excellent information in the magazine,
As a matter of fact, Randy and T may not
have survived that SAM hit [ descrbed if
we hadn 't read an article by then-Lit,
Duke Hemnandez, The anicle dealt with
handling an F-4 after it sustained major
battle damage 1o the hydraulic lings,

Hemandez recommended that aircrews
faced with a similar problem severely
restrict stick input when trying 19 control
the aircraft’s attinede. He felt the F-4
should be controlled by redder only. In
that way, the aircraft might fly o linle
longer before depletion of the hydraulic
system.

That's exactly the same siluation we
faced after the SAM hit. We still had 25
miles to go before “feet wet,” and we
used Hemandez" technique by doing a
series of barrel rolls with no G, That's
ame of the main reasons 1've always
constdered Approack a must-read for
every Noval Aviater. It's fundamental fo
being the true professional you want o
be.

- Pator Maraky



